manawnat? 


Wandering mammal makes a rare 
(murky) northerly appearance 

along the York River - 
as you can plainly see 


can you see the ’tee 


Folks at the Crown Pointe Marina, 
on the York River near the 
Chesapeake Bay, snapped a picture 
of the manatee cruising through 
the docks. See the pictures on the 
marina’s Facebook page. 


By Robyn Sidersky 
The Virginian-Pilot 


Manatees are not supposed 
to be in the Chesapeake Bay. 
And definitely not in Novem- 
ber. 

But a 7-foot manatee 
showed up Wednesday at the 
Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science, near where the boat 
basin meets the York River. 

A team of researchers no- 
ticed the confused sea cow 
right below the Coleman 
Bridge. 

Corey Holbert was first to 
spot the manatee. 

“He looked in the water 
and couldn’t believe what 
he saw,” said Robert Orth, 
a professor at the institute. 
“Tt was quite obvious it was 
a manatee.” 

They watched for 30 or 40 
minutes until it headed north 
— the wrong direction, Orth 
said. 

“Its actually highly un- 
usual to see a manatee any 
time of year,” Orth said. It 
likely swam all the way from 
Florida. 

Orth has worked in the bay 
since 1969 and said this is the 
first manatee he’s seen there. 
He guessed the animal got 


They may not be 
“Fixer Upper”-ing 
anymore, but you 
can soon get your 
fix of HGTV stars 
Chip and Joanna 
Gaines at Target. 


See MANATEE, PAGE 8 


Bergdahl 
spared prison, 
dishonorably 
discharged 


HOME + LIVING 


Trump calls verdict 
a “total disgrace” 


King’s Fork 
ends Oscar 
Smith’s 99- 
game district 
winning streak. 


High School football 
coverage in Sports 


GOP BEGINS 
REVISING TAX 
CODE BILL 


New revisions mean 

its tax cuts would be 
less generous for many 
Americans. 


GERRY BROONIE | THE AP 
Army Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl left 
his post in Afghanistan in 
2009, triggering a wide search 
effort that left some wounded. 


By Jonathan Drew 
The Associated Press 


FORT BRAGG, N.C. 

Army Sgt. Bowe Bergda- 
hl, who walked away from 
his post in Afghanistan and 
triggered a search that left 
some of his comrades severely 
wounded, was spared a prison 
sentence by a military judge 
Friday in what President Don- 
ald Trump blasted as a “com- 
plete and total disgrace.” 

The judge also gave the 
31-year-old a dishonorable 


BUSINESS, PAGE 12 


White House 
allows release 
of report saying 
climate change 
is real and 
people are its 
main cause 


discharge, reduced his rank Page 5 
from sergeant to private and 
ordered him to forfeit pay — 
equal to $1,000 per month 
for 10 months. 

The judge gave no explana- 
tion of how he arrived at his = 
decision, but he reviewed ev- cloudy, = e 
idence that included the five cooler = 2 
years Bergdahl was held cap- nh i; — 
tive by the Taliban and the k e 
wounds suffered by troops PEA P H 

back page of = i 
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Knocking for votes 
one door at a time 
in race for governor 


Tens of millions spent 
on ads, but personal 
appeals may be the key 


By Brock Vergakis 
The Virginian-Pilot 


NORFOLK 
ELVIN Seymore 
methodically 
walked through 
one of Norfolk’s 
toughest neigh- 
borhoods on Hal- 

loween armed with a clipboard, 

some brochures and a determi- 
nation to get people who live in 

Huntersville to vote Tuesday. 

Huntersville isn’t the type of 
neighborhood political opera- 
tives typically focus on. 

It’s a low-income area that’s 
seen deadly gang violence and 
sits in a reliably Democratic 
precinct where Hillary Clin- 
ton got 96 percent of the vote 
last year. Most of the attention 
crime has received in this year’s 
governor’s race has focused on 
Hispanic gangs in suburban 
Northern Virginia, where the 
electorate is more racially di- 
verse and Republicans are fo- 


See ELECTION, PAGE 10 


election guide 


See PilotOnline.com’s Election 
Guide for more information on 
races and candidates in Tuesday’s 
general election. 


L. TODD SPENCER | THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT 


Melvin Seymore, 22, with the Black Progressive Action Coalition, visits residents 
in Norfolk’s Huntersville neighborhood. “I just work my own persuasive angle: 
‘These are Democratic candidates who value what you believe in,’” he said. 


In lieutenant governor race, 


By Bill Bartel | The Virginian-Pilot 


HE CANDIDATES competing in 

Tuesday’s statewide election to be the 

next lieutenant governor share simi- 

lar visions of what is most important 

to Virginia’s future. But their views 
differ sharply on many issues. 

Voters will decide whether Republican state 
Sen. Jill Vogel or Democrat Justin Fairfax, a 
former federal prosecutor, will assume the 
part-time position and succeed Lt. Gov. Ralph 
Northam, who will either be elected the next 
governor that day or leave state government 
in January. 

Vogel, 47, and Fairfax, 38, share sever- 
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shared themes, divided views 


Jill Vogel 

The Republican, left, is a 
Roanoke native who earned 

a bachelor’s degree from 

the College of William & 

Mary and a law degree from 
DePaul University. She lives in 
Fauquier County. 


Justin Fairfax 


The Democrat is a native of 
Pittsburgh and grew up in 
Washington, D.C. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree from Duke 
University and a law degree 
from Columbia University. 


